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einen githe late det 0 of 792 Houſe of | 
* C0 ſtnons on pn] Slave:Trade, we may hope, that U 
EET? ide gicaton it bas received Will not be uſeleſs; and that the 
eie public atze 1 has not been excited. in vain, to a ſys- pu 
of cruefy Which it is painful even to recite, It may la. 
be hoped" that, ol iming-for ourſelves the moſt perfect free- tus 
dum, we mal zie longe! "impoſe upon others a flavery the (© 28 
7 molt pete 1 aüd that; enjoying a degree of felicity un- Fo 
5 + Fo qualled in. any. age or country, we ſhall no Jonge W hope 
7 1 ncteaſe the miſery of.mankind. tir 
- RP Cult of: power, and [the pride of conqueſt, bave eve 
N Fe eſs ; produced inſtances far too Seer terte of man en- ol 


8 * My . 
N 


3 arpaſ] e. i brucality. and'injuſtice, the moſt Wasnnt Na. vie! 
85 -  barba Hus ages: and while we are pretending to the fineſt me! 
FRETS feelings of humanity, are exerciſing unprecedented cruelty. wil 
ER ow have planted favery in the rank ſoil of ſordid avarice ; ſug 
3 8 the-proffice. has been miſery i in the extreme. We have MW fiai 
„ aſcertained, by a courſe of experiments in cruelty, the leaſt lav 
portion of nouriſhment requiſite to enable man to linger a mil 

' — few years in miſery, the greateſt quantity of labour, which and 

in ſuch-a ſituation, the extreme af puniſhment can extort ; I P'y 

and the utmoſt degree of gin, labour, and hunger united, con 

that the human · frame in endure. 1 fron 

In vain have ſuch ſfoenes Bee demloped. | The wealth flav: 
"erred from the orrid traffic, | has: created an influence ſum 


5 thas ſecures its centinuance g unleſs the people at large alar 
5 refuſe to recti ve the produce of robbery and murder. ing 
n „The Legiſlature having. refuſed to interpoſe, the people an 
„ are now neceſſarily. called on, either to reprobate or r approve teari 
1 \ {the meaſure; ; for-Welt-India-Slavery. - muſt depend upon . pare 
> CAR heir f. ſupport for: its exiſtence, and itfis in the power of ever 
= - EVErFH individual to increaſe, or to dir niſh its extent. The ſerve 
=: 5 Jaws of our country may indeed prohibit x us the ſugar- cane ** ©! 
Ws oe 85 we will receive it throu * the medium of ſlavery. and 
Pio Dry The nay: hold. it to out lips, ſteeped in the blood of our Auen 
- fellow-rreatures zu LO cannot compel us to accept the te. 

N me. Th 175 it reſts, either to receive il D 
09 Konerate ourſelves from prof 
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'think, that the crime re 


ever we do by another, we do ourſelves.” N 
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the traffic, or the legiſlature. by whom! RK iq, brotecked; if we | 


p urcbaſe the commodity we participate in the crime...” | 
flaye dealer, the ſlave-holder, and the flaye- driver, are vir- - 
tually the, agents of. ihe; conſumer, and way. be hep , 
28 employed and hired by him to procure the e 1 

For, by holding out the temptation, he is nail 
cauſe, the firſt mover in the horrid proceſs; and . q 


ſtinction is done away by the moral. Bas. That hat- 
Nor are we by any means warranted | to conſider c our. in- 
dividual ſhare i in | producing theſe, evils in a trivial, point o 
view. The conſumption of. ſugar j in this country is ſo, i 
menſe, that the quantity commonly uled by individuals 
will have an important effect. A family t that uſes 51þ. of. 


ſugar per week, with the proportion of rum, will, by ab- 


taining from the conſumption. 21 months, prevent the 
avery or, murder of « one fellow- creature 3 eight ſuch fa 


milies in 190 years, prevent the ſlavery or murder of 100, 
and 38, 00 would totally preyent the Slaye Trade to ſup- 
ply our ilands. 


Nay, ſo neceſfarilj connected are our 
conſumption of the commodity, and the miſery reſulting 
from it, that in every pound of ſugar uſed, (the. produce of 
flaves imported from Africa) we may be.conſigered : 25 con 


fuming two ounces of human fleſh,, belides deſtroy ring ai 


alarming 1 number of ſeamen by the flave-trade, and ſpread- 
ing inconceivable anguiſh, * terror, and diſmay, * 


an immenſe continent, by the burning. of their vill 


tearing parents from their. families, and children from. their. 


parents; breaking every bond of. ſociety, and IG. 


every fource of human happineſs : .a French writer, obe 
ſerves, 0 hat he. cannot look on a piece of ſugar withy- - 
c out conceiving it ſtained with ſpots of human, blood: 
and Dr. Franklin adds, that had be, taken 4n all the & oe: 
quences, "he might have len the f ſugar ng not it 
« ted, but thoroughly dyed. ſcarlet i in grain.“ ds 

| Dreadful conlideration, that oh obr increaſing, 
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Cones * have increaſed, and 3 would fall rogether 


For our conſumption of ſugar is now ſo immenſe, that it 
nearly equals that of all Europe beſides ; and Jamaica now 
ſupplies more than all our Weſt-India Iſlands did at any 


period prior to 1755. 
But amazingly extenſive as is the increaſe of the cla; | 


ſo far is it from keeping pace with our luxury, that (before 
the diſturbances in the French Iſlands, within theſe two or 


three years) ſugars have ever ſold in the Britiſh market 20 
or 30, ſometimes 50 per cent. dearer than in any other 


part of the world; and it is not to ſupport the old plan- 


tations as is pretended, but to form new ones, for the ſup- 


ply of this our inereaſiiig luxury, that the wretched Afri- 


| Gans are torn from their native land. 


Let us then imagine our immenſe confumption wholly, 
or in great part to ceaſe, and our ſugars to be thrown on 
the foreign markets; would additional ſlaves be wanted to 


ſupply an overflowing market at a falling price? No! The 
African Slave Trade, by whomſeever eonducted, to ſupply 


ſugar colonies, by whatever nation poſſeſſed, muſt totally 
dete. Horror and diſmay would give place to peace and 
efvilization, through a coaſt of above three thouſand miles 


extent, and above'a thouſand miles inland: for fo exten- 


ſive are our depredations, and ſo extenſive are the benefits 


Which it is in our power to confer. Nor would the be- 
nefjcial effects ceaſe, even here. The Weſt-India iſlands, 
finding leſs demand for ſugar, muſt appropriate leſs ground 


to the ſugar-cane, and leave more for proviſions : the ſlaves 
would be lefs worked, better fed, and in a few years conſiſt 
intirely of native creoles. Or if the planters appropriate 
the land to the other productions of the iſland, the ſame be- 
neficial effects muſt enſue :- for Mr. Cooke tells us, the 
& cultivation of cotton, pimento, and coffee, is ealier thau 
6 ſugar : the Slaves look better, and increaſe faſter ;” and 
inftead of requiring additional flaves, they would be able 
to increaſe their plantations with thoſe already in the Islands. 


For Govergor Parry ſays, one acre of ſugar requires as 


* much labour as three of cotton.” Thus our refraining 


from the conſumption of the ſugar - cane, even for a few 
7 py be __ thi Slave Trade to the Weſt-Indis 
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in ſuch a ſituation, that they muſt rapidly increaſe. _ = 
now The diminution of the confumption of Weſt-India pro- 
any duce, would alſo have a powerful effect by ſinking the | 
N price ofthe commodity ; and thereby take away the temp- 
ure, MM tation to import additional flaves. The effect a ſmall va- 
fore ¶ riation in the ſupply or demand has on the price, we have 
o or recently experienced, The diſturbances in the French ſu- 
t 20 Ear iflands, has ſuddenly raiſed ſome of the markets, which 
ther © were 20 or 30 pet cent. lower than the Britiſh, much above 
lan- it; and thereby occafioned an exportation from this cgun- 
ſup- try to ſupply the deficiency : and our exportation, though +. 
fri- only amounting to a 10th of our importation, has raiſed 

our ſugars 50 per cent. And as a fall in the price would 
obſtruct the Slave Trade, and meliorate the condition of 
the flaves ; ſo this riſe will produce effects the moſt bane- 
ful. The planter, tempted by the high price to get ſugar 
and rum to. market while that high price continues, will 
deprive his flayes of their proviſion grounds, to plant them 
with canes ; and by the energy of the whip, they Will be 
forced to the moſt extreme exertions. "The murder, or,, in 
the technical language of the Weſt- Indies, the loſs of his 
ſlaves, will be to him but a ſecondary conſideration, The 
large crop, and the high price, will amply compenſate 
him: and the queſtion now is, not merely whether we ſhaJl 
hold out to him an-inducement to purchaſe additional ſlaves; | 
but whether we ſhall tempt him to murder thoſe he already | 
has. We can hardly doubt, but that Weſt India;packets 
have already hgrne the murderous diſpatches, expreſſed in 
language toodreadfully explicit, and to the following effect. 
<< The price of ſugar aad rum ſtill continues high. You 
© muſt adopt every mode to forward as large a cargo as 
* poflible. © A fortunate criſis now offers itſelf for extri- 
« cating my eſtate from the difficulties, in which it is in- 
« volved, We muſt avail ourſelyes of it: another may 
never occur. Conſequen es, though diſagreeable, myſt 
«at the preſent moment be overlooked, The ſlave mar- 
< ket is ſtil] open for a ſupply. News-fangled bumanity is no 
& more.” The day haidly dawns when the whip reſounds 
* thoſe regions of hortor.; 3 nor ceaſes, till _— 
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ſerable victims, deſtitute of every ſaurce of comfort to bod, poſ 
or to mind, and ſinking under the three ende mie diſeaſe fro 
of our illands, hunger, torture, and extreme labour; and an 
urged to exertions they are unable to ſuſtain, at length ex rer 
1 pire beneath the laſh, which. in vain SURAT. "A rouſ - ſh: 
| them to a renewal of their labour. UK; pati 
| As neither-the flave-dealer, nor the as. can bave an) in 
6 moral right to the perſon of him they ſtile their flave, to hi 
| labour, or to the produce of it; ſo they can convey. no ſug 
| © rightin that produce to us: and whatever number of hand for 
it may paſs through, if the criminal circumſtances apper | du 
3 | / taining to-it be known to them at the time of the transfer, pal 
| theycanonly have a criminal poſſeſſion: and the money Jab 


paid, either for the ſlaye, or for the produce of his labour, il lin 


as by receiving the produce of his labour, we are accefſarie eve 

to the robbery, : after the fact. lan 
If we, as individuals concerned in the Slave Trade (cithe for 
by procuring the Slaves, compelling them to labour, or re- ca 
ö Teiving the produce imagine that our fhare in the tranſac- ¶ bu 
= tion i is ſo minute that it cannot perceptibly i increaſe the 
injury; let us recollect that, though numbers partaking ſup 
of a crime may diminiſh the ſhame, they 7 Cannot diminiſh jur 

Its turpitude, Can we ſuppoſe, that an injury of enormous ¶ dai 

wed magnitude can take place, and the criminality be deſtroyed flar 
merely by the criminals becoming ſo numerous as to fen - jur 
der their reſpective ſhares indiſtinguiſhable ? Were an hun- me 
d red aſſaſſins to plunge their daggers into their victiar, though Wen 
[| each might plead, that without his aſſiſtance the crime we 
would have been compleated, and that his poniard neither wit 
. "occaſioned nor accelerated the murder, yet every one of WM and 
them would be guilty of the intire crime. For into how 
many parts ſoever a criminal action may be divided, the 
erime lſelf reſts j intire and compleat on ery perpetrator. 


is paid to obtain that criminal poſſeſſion; ; and can confer ou 
zo moral right whatever. So, if the death of the perſon Ie 
h called a slave, be occaſioned by the criminal poſſeſſion, the im 
criminal. poſſeſſor is guilty of murder; and we, who have A! 
| ' * knowingly done any act which might occaſion his being in to 
| E that fituation, are acceſſaries to the murder before. the fact; pa 
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But ae this: bier con 
e for +a moment, that the evil has an exiſtence 
from cauſes totally independent of us. Vet it exiſts, 
and as we have it in our power jointly with others, to 
remedy: it; it is undoubtedly. our. duty to contribute-our 
- ſhare, in hope that others will theirs; and to at that 
part from conſcience, which we ſhould from den eh 
in ſimilar caſes, that intereſted our feelings. 

For inſtance; let us ſuppoſe the Algerines to eſtabliſh 
lon plantations, and reſort. to the banks of the Thames 


for flaves, as the only place to be inſulted with impunity. 
4 Suppoſe our wives, our huſtands, our children, our 


parents, our brethren, ſwept away, and the fruit of their 
labour, produced with agonizing hearts and trembling 
limbs, landed at the port of London. What would be 
our conduct? Should we ſay, ſugar is a neceſſary of life, 
I cannot do without: it; befides the quantity I: uſe/is but a 
ſmall proportioagfand though it is very criminal of the 
Algerines to enſlave others, yet I am not bound to look 
to the nature or conſequences. of the tranſaction; and 
paying for the ſugar, I have a right. to conſume it, how- 


ever it may have been obtained: If ſuch would be our 


language in that caſe; be it ſo on the preſent occaſion, 
for let us recolle& that the only difference is, that in one 
caſe our relation to: the enſlaved is rather more n 
but that in both caſes 15 are our brethren, 
But it is hardly — th to ſtate ſo ſtrong a daſe as chat 
nly one Engliſhman to receive in- 
Juries, that bore, but the flighteſt reſemblance to thoſe 
daily. committed in. our. iſlands, the nation would be in⸗ 
flamed with reſentment, and elamorous to avenge the in- 
jury. And can our pride ſuggeſt to us, that the rights of 
men ate limited: to any nation, or to any colour? Or 
were any one to treat a fellow creature in this country as 
we do the unhappy Africans in the Weſt- Indies; ſtruck 
with horror, we ſhould. be zealous to deliver the oppreſſed, 
and puniſh the oppreſſor. Are then the offices of buma-. 
nity and. functions of juſtice to be circumſcribed by geo- 
graphical boundaries? Can reaſon, can conſcience juſtify, 


this contraſt in our conduct, ; between our promptitude i mn. 
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. As r ant: our ir Ls er „15 Adiifon- wn 
1 : N . :Jufly obſerves, - that . humanity to become eſtimabſe g 
1 muſt be combined with juſtice l Bur we ſeem to act as * 
init e thought that te relief of out fellow-creatures, pro- the 
| tection from injurias, communication of benefits, were un 
is works of ſupererogation,' wo be granted or with-held,. as il the 
0 eaprice, or cuſtom, or inclination. way ſuggeſt. - 5 
„After the important conſiderations adduced; it might be the 
reckoned a degradation of the ſubject to mention the na. this 
tional dignity; or even that might induce us to counte- be 
| _ -ract a powerful body of men, who are trampling under plar 
it ' foot, the dictates of Humanity, and :the intereſt of the ſhal 
nation: men, Who, bave in 50 years received for ſugar poſt 
|| alone, above 70 millions. mare than it would have coſt at jedt; 
I any other market. And from Mr. Botham!'s evidence it ap- or 
pears, that in Batavia, where labour is as high as in to t 
England, ſugar, equal to the be& Weſt- India, is ſold at In a 
it xd & per pound, Theſe are the myp, who are en- mere 
1 Adeawouring to overthrow a plan for ſupplying us with: * 
1 ſugars, by means of free labour; and have the audacity to- 1 0 
tell the Britiſh legiſlature, © T bat they cannot aboliſn fl © b 
5 the flave trade; for that if England refuſes to furniſh them 3 
VWuͤꝗͤth ſlaves, they will obtain a ſupply through other chan- N ral. 
| nels.” Anda governor of Barbadoes, admoniſhes us, From queſt 
poeolicy, ts leave the Iſlands to the quiet management of their but t 
con affairs.” Theſe nominal colenies have, it ſeems, be cs 
been taught, that we have no right to controul them; derat 
that the acts of their aſſemblies alone are obligatory z dad oppre 
that thoſe of Britiſh legiſlators, are binding only on thoſe powe 
F whom they repreſent. The right of enflaving others,. | 
K they contend for, as the maſt valuable of their privileges. 
WW Thus it appears, that the legiſlature is not only un- 
if # willing, but perhaps unable, to grant redreſs; and there- 
fore it is more peculiarly incumbent on us; To abſtain 
rom the uſe of ſugar and rum, until our Ni India Plan- 
ters themſelves have probubited. the importation of additional 
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© faves, and contmenced as. ſpeedy and effetual a ſubverſion of Th 
EW ſlavery in their iflands, as the circumflances and ſituation make. 
the flaves 10 ill admit : or till we can obtain the produce of the faftur, 


Ip ju cane in n ſome other made, cet fd with 3 and 


3 with Moo” 

For ſurely it may be 3 that we hat not | limit ove 
views merely to the abolition of the African ſlave trade, a 
the colonial llavery formed on it, is in- its principle equally 6 
unjuſt, for if it be iniquitous to force the Africans from 
their native land; equally iniquitous muſt it be, to retain 
them and their poſterity in perpetual bondage, and though 
the African flave trade be the moſt prominent feature in 
this wickedneſs; yet it is but a feature: and were it 
aboliſhed, the Weſt India flavery would ſtill exiſt. Our 
planters would breed, inſtead of importing slaves; and 
ſhall we ſuffer half a million of fellow. ſubjects, and their 
poſterity, to be held in 8lavery for ever? I ſay ſellow ſub- 
jects, for undoubted]y, « every perſon born in the dominions 
of Great Britain, is a ſubject, bound to obey and entitled 
to the protection of the common law of England z aud 
in oppoſition to which, the acts of afſemblies, exiſting 
merely by grant from the crown, can be of no authority. 

In demanding liberty then for the perſons called slayes 
in our Islands, we demand no more then they are entitled 
to by the common law of the land. The nioſt eligible 
mode of putting them in poſſeſſion of their legal and natu- 
ral right, may be a queſtjon of difficulty ; but it is a 


queſtion that ought to be conſidered with no other view, 


but to their bappineſs. The plan to be adopted, ougbi io 

be certain and ſpeedy in its operation, without any conſi- 
deration of the ſuppoſed, or even real intereſt, of their 
oppreſſors: and let it be remembered, that it is in che 
power of a ſmall proportion of the people of England to 
effeẽt it, by refuſing. to receive the produce. For the 
planters themſelves would adopt the plan, were that the 
only condition on which we would cefiſume the produce 
of their iſlands: nor would the legislature be then har- 
raſſed with prepoſterous claims for compenſation ; which, 


however unfounded in juſtice or reaſon, will be ſupported 


by influence, and enforced with clamour, 
The caſe now fully lies before us; and we bave 00 
make our choice, either to join ounſeivea with theſe, manu- 


facturers of human woe, or to renounce the horrid * , 
ciation, If we adopt the forwier, let us at leaſt have h ũ 0 
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logize for them as 
: and be aſfured, that if we now 
aire we ſhould," were we placed 


in proportion as the temptation to vice increaſed, ' Nor 
* ſhould we then, any more then now, be deſtitute: of ſub. 
uges to deſtroy the feelings of our r minds, and the” con- 


been four years before the publie. Its dread- 
Every falſhood, 


has 
ful "wickedneſs has been fully proved. 


every deception with which it bas been diſguiſed, has been 
#74 ' compleatly done away; and it ſtands before us in all its 
native botrors. No longer can it be pretended, that Africa 
ie a birbarous, uncultivated land, inhabited by a face of 
5 zſavages inferior to the reſt of the human ſpecies. Mr. 
„How, 'who was employed by government to go up the coun- 
try, depoſes, at inland it is every where well cultivated, 


abounding with rice, millet, potatoes, cotton and indigo 
"plantations ; and that the inhabitants are quick in learning 
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E peaſantry, a8 un inſult to common ſenſe 
We are now called on to redreſs evils, -in 1 

with which, all that exiſt in; this. 1 ey Ira 


to cuſtom and oſtentation they owe their origin? And ik. 


our execration of the slave trade be any more than mere de- 5 


elamation againft crimes we are not in a ſituation to com- 


mit, we ſhall inſtead of being ſolicitous to find deſpicable | 
diſtinctions to juſtify our conduct, abhor the idea of n ; | 


tributing, in the leaſt degree, to ſuch ſcenes of miſery... 


If theſe be the deductions from the moſt obvious prin- oY 
ciples of reaſon, juſtice, and bumanity ; what muſt be 1 
the reſult if we extend our views to religious con 
It will hardly be ſaid, that we aſſume a reli⸗ | 
gious profeſſion to diminiſh the extent of our moral duties, = 


fiderations. | 


or to weaken the force of our obligation to obſerve: them. | 
We will therefore aſk, if it be meant to inſult the God 


we pretend to worſhip, by ſupplicating him to 40 have er I 55 3 
upon all priſoners and Eaptives,' and to & defend and. - 


ce provide for the fatherleſs, widows, 200. children, 


«and all that are deſolate. and oppreſſed?” N the f 15 


national religion be a mere matter of forms y Y 
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notice; and the only gener we are required to.make , 
order to effect it, is the abandoning, of a luxury, which: „ 
bit alone can haye rendered of importance, - If we reſuſe, 
can we form the le al pretence to a moral charaQer?. May 1 
it not be juſtly inferred. that thoſe numerous diſplays of,” 5 
humanity, of which this kingdom boaſts. have not. their, 1 


foundation in any virtuous or valuable principle, bot that, 


ee is fair and Kobe, an 2 
that the, 0 Pond, to. be” conſidered. 5 the reſult of. a: 208 
87 8 eee ch N P - : 1 


TY 1 55 gs we I 3 2 "7 * * TR 9 n att.» - 4c * 6 
e e Ire 8 eee of» ©: IR 
270 = 7 . 
cc eb is cut out, —and- .. Roſs, * that be mrs, | 


i » 


vin 5 9 reprobat ere an n Stent! 12 
* ſlander” honeſt men, and ro injure Their property , by hold. 7 


| *ehodifts, Who appear to feel forcibly their principles, will” 

ſeridusly conſider it they are ſo'numerous,'as to be able 

of themſelves to deſtroy that dreadful traffic, which iv, 

the ſole obſtacle ro their miniſters ſpreading the goſpel in 

| the extenſive continent of Africa; and, however, otheft 
may affect to degrade the negroes, they are bound to 

| eonfider thouſands of them as their brethren in Chriſt. 


| j * oppoſition to our colonial slavery; and can itz be 1 
| ſuppoſed, that after having awakened the public attention, 
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ing it out to the public, as the . of robbery and mut+ 4 
det; dut, if the arguments be valid, will they preſume to 
treat the” ludzect ith cool indifference, and continue a 
ctimina} practice. "May we not alſo ho de that the Me- ; 


But there is one claſs, of diffenters who juſtly ſtand high 
n the public. eftimation, for their ſteady, manly and uni | 


they can refuſe to contribute what is in their own; 
power to remedy the evil. The plan propoſed, is a 1 ; 
And obvious deduQion from their uniform principle, of 
. having no concern in what they diſapprove, Thus, cn. 
ſidering war as unlawful, they conſider goods obtainel 
rough that medium, as, crimjnally obtained, and will } 


and ſurely they. mult conſider the ſeizure of a mans goo 
As 4 crime far inferior, to the ſeizing his perſon. _ gt 
But, however obvious the du ty, they may poltbly TY 
dos conviction of conſcience in the breach of it, as the mind 
© hardenied by habit, admits with Uifficulty the conviktion 
of guilt; ; and fanttioned by a common Practice, we may 
commit the groſſeſt violations of duty without remorſe. 
It is therefore more peculiarly . incümbent i us in luch 
be toexamineourcondudt with phe pope ſuſ pieion, 
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